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23 November 2020 
 
Dear Bruce 
 
COMMON FRAMEWORKS 
 
I am writing to provide a further update following my recent letter to the Committee, and 
further discussion between my officials and Parliamentary clerks.   
 
The Common Frameworks project is nearing completion of a review and assessment 
process across remaining framework areas and there have been a small number of changes 
to the information I summarised in my letter of 11 November. The outcome of that process 
has been considered by officials on the Common Frameworks project, and I want to update 
the Committee on what this means for frameworks delivery and scrutiny.  This letter also 
updates the information provided to the Committee in August.    
 
The changes are set out in the attached note. The small number of changes include:   

 

 the aim is now to have Radioactive Substances as a provisional rather than a full 
framework by year end.  

 Eight frameworks have moved – or are expected to move – to no further action (NFA): 
see section 3 of the attached note. This includes Recognition of Insolvency 
Proceedings in EU Member States, meaning that it is now our ambition to complete 
the development of four full frameworks by year end. 

 
There has also been agreement at officials level to reconsider the need for frameworks for 
mutual recognition of professional qualifications and services, which had previously been 
expected to move to no further action.  What progress can be made in these areas is 
dependent on a number of factors, particularly whether the UK Internal Market Bill is 
enacted, and in what form.   
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The note also sets out the latest information of the state of development across remaining 
frameworks areas.  I would be happy to provide a further update in December if the 
Committee would find that useful.   
 
Discussions are also ongoing between my officials and clerks on an approach to framework 
scrutiny, in line with the steps outlined in my letter of 11 November.  These discussions aim 
to ensure that committees have adequate time to scrutinise frameworks into 2021, and that 
we take account of the Scottish elections and the implications for committee workloads and 
capacity.   
 
As I mentioned in my letter of 11 November, Common Frameworks must have the full 
support of all four UK administrations if they are to be effective: the deeply damaging and 
unnecessary Internal Market Bill is now nearing the end of its Westminster stages, and still 
poses a significant threat to the development and implementation of Common Frameworks.   
 
I hope this information is useful.  I am copying this letter to Edward Mountain MSP, Gillian 
Martin MSP, James Dornan MSP, Lewis Macdonald MSP, Gordon Lindhurst MSP and 
Michelle Ballantyne MSP. 
 

                                     
  MICHAEL RUSSELL 
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